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N@& . CROWTHH OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC

the new nation contrasted markedly with those in Europe. “The means of
subsistence being so easy in the country,” wrote an English observer in
1796, ‘and their dependence on each other consedquently so trifling, that
spirit of servility to those above them so prevalent in European manners,
is wholly unknown to them; and they pass their lives withont any regard
to the smiles or the Frowns of men in power.’

However independent of those above him the average American
might be, he depended on those about him for help in harvest, in raising

his houseframe, and in illness. In a2 new country you tum to your

neighbors for many things that, in a more advanced community, are
performed by the government or by specialists. Hence the dual nature of
the American:_individualism and community .m.E..:. indifference and
kindliness. lsolation in American foreign policy was a projection of
family isolation, and the Marshall Plan was a world-wide extension of
neighhorly help.
wIn 1790 there were only six _cities (Philadelphia, New York, Boston,
Charleston, =n_=-=e:.‘......==m Salem) in the United States with a popula-
tion of Bovo or more; and their combined numbers included only 3 per
cent of the total. No city boasted as many as 50,000 inhabitants. Their
aspect resembled that of provincial towns in Great Britain, for no
distinctly American architectural style would be invented for another
century: brick houses in the Georgian style, often detached and sur-
rounded with gardens and shrubbery; inns with capacious yards and
stables; shops and stores with overhanging signs; churches and meeting-
houses with graceful spires after Sir Christopher Wren; market houses or
city halls of the same style, often placed in the middle of a broad street
or square, with arcades to serve as stalls or merchants exchange;
unpainted wooden houses where the peorer peophe lived, but hardly one
without a yard or vegetable garden. Wealth was not a conspicuous
feature of the American city in 17go. Nor was there anything to match
~ the poverty of a European city; and cven the shve population of the
Carolina rice-ficlds was less wretched than the contemporary Russian
peasant.

Agriculture was the main occnpation of nine-tenths of the people.
- Except along the Hudson, practically every farmer was a frecholder.
Save among the Pennsylvania Germans and the more enlightened gen-
try of the South, methods of agriculture were wasteful and primitive,
~ with little sign of the improved culture and implements that were then
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transforming rural England. Wheat bread was largely an upper-class
luxury. Indian corn was the principal food crop, with rye a poor second.
Brown ‘rye and Injun’ bread, com-pone or hoe-cake, potatoes, and hasty-
pudding or hominy, with salt pork or codfish, washed down by ::....
cider, or whisky, formed the farmer’s staple diet -...o:. Maine to Georgia,
but most of them were able to supplement it by fishing and shooting
game. Nobody had heard of vitamins, but they were supplied nonethe-
less from apple orchards and wild berries. In the large part of the Old
West which had been settled within the preceding fifty years, houses
were commonly log cabins of one or two rooms and a cockloft; the fields
were full of stumps, and acres of dead trees strangled by girdling made a
depressing sight for travelers. :

Bad roads were one of the penalties. that Americans paid for their
dispersed settlement and aversion from taxation. In 1790 the difficulties
of communication were so great that a detour of several hundred miles
by river and ocean was often preferable to an overland journey of 50
miles. It was almost as difficult to assemble the frst Congress of the
United States as to convene church councils in the Middle Ages. There
was a main post-road from Wiscasset in Maine to Savannah in Georgia,
over which passengers and mails were shaken and jolted in light, open
stage-wagons. It took 29 days for the news of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence to reach Charleston from Philadelphia. Fords and ferries had
not yet been supplanted by bridges; the wooden pile structure across the
Charles river at Boston was considered an immense feat of engineering.
Washington managed to visit almost every state in the Union in his own
coach without serious mishap; but he had to choose a season when the
roads were _Bawsr?.. and to undergo discomfort and even danger. Most
of the roads were merely wide tracks through the forest, full of rocks
and stumps and enormous holes. Many that are marked on the early
maps were mere bridle-paths or Indian trails, that would admit no
whecled vehicle. .

Now that America has become famous for sanitation, it is a shock to
find, at this era and down to the Civil War, that the country impressed
European_visitors_as_uncommonly dirty. From persons accustomed to
contemporary London or Paris, this meant really dirty! Even ‘in the
larger towns strects were seldom paved and never cleaned; offal was
deposited in the street or thrown off docks, and, without wire screens,
houses were defenseless against swarms of flies and other winged' pests.
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268 GROWTH OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC

cardinal sin. H a Yankee had nothing else to do, he whittled barrel-

bungs [rom a pine stick, or carved a model of his latest ship; and he

usually had much else to do. New England housewives spun, wove, and
tailored their woolen garments and made cloth for sale. Small fulling
mills and paper mills were established at the numerous waterfalls, and
distilleries in the seaports turned West Indian molasses into that pleas-
ant if fiery beverage, New England rum. Wooden-ware was made by
snowhound farmers for export to the West Indies, nails were cut and
headed from i..c..w._z. iron rods at fireside forges, and in some towns
shoes were made for export. Connecticut, in particular, had attained a
nice balance between farming, seafaring, and handicraft, which made
the people of that state renowned for steady habits and mechanical
ingenuity. Before the century was out, Eli Whitney of New Faven de-
vised the cotton gin and local gunsmiths employed at the federal
arsenal, Springfield, Mass., established the Brst approximation to the
‘modern assembly line, enabling a_small lahor force to_turn out 442

1.#%@#@ :E::.Zas._w:m_n.:_i:ml_.nnoq..‘u:am:o:—..c-:—_uz&n_.u:
to the factory system; but the success of her seafarers, and the facility of
emigration, postponed industrial revolution for another generation,
AJ» The South Amcrican patriot Francisco de Miranda, who traveled
through New England in the summer of 1784, found much that was
kindly, pleasant, and in gond taste. At New aven he is taken over Yale
College by President Stiles, converses with a classically educated miller
who had bieen cavalry captain in the war, and -views the famous ‘blue
laws’ in the town archives. Procecding to Wethersfickl, he attends
Senday mecting, and admires the manner in which the psalms and
responses are sung by the congregation, trained by a music master. At
Windsor he enjoys a lively literary conversation with John Tramball, the
painter, as well as with the innkeeper, who is discovered reading Rollin's
Ancient History, and stoutly maintains Ben Franklie to he a better man
than Aristides. Thence 1o Middietown, and a boat excursion on the river
with General Parsons and other jolly fellows, drinking copiously of
punch ‘in pure republican style” Newport he thinks justly called the
_.z_;:ran of New Fngland, conlaining, besides hospitable natives, .Ea.:w
ladies and gentlemen from € ‘harleston, 5.C., who were using it as a
summer resort. The leading lights of Providence, on the other hand, are
provincial and vulgar, Commaodore Fsck Hopkins, formerly of the
United States Navy, even insisting that there was no such place as the

City of Mexico.

. 2
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Miranda enters Boston armed with letters of introduction to the ‘best
people,’ whose ladies he finds vain, luxurious, and too ::..nr given to the
use of cosmetics; he predicts bankruptcy for Boston within twenty years.
Sam Adams, however, is still faithful to republican simplicity. After care-
fully inspecting Harvard College, Miranda reports it better suited to
‘turn out Protestant clergymen than intelligent and liberal citizens. He
visits the studio of the sell-taught painter Edward Savage, and predicts
that with a European education his talent will take him [ar. (Savage did
visit Europe, and his portrait of Washington is said by contemporaries to
be the best likeness of the great man.) From Boston, Miranda takes the
post road to Portsmouth, N.H., and is much impressed by evidences of
thrift and prosperity along the north shore of Massachusetts. ‘Liberty
inspires such intelligence and industry in these towns . . . that the
people out of their slender resources maintain their large families, pay
heavy taxes, and live with comfort and taste, a thousand times happier
than the proprietors of the rich mines and fertile lands of Mexico, Peru,
Buenos Aires, Caracas, and the whole Spanish-American continent.’

For Portsmouth itseli we have a flattering description from Count

Francisco dal Verme; a 25-year-old aristocrat from Milan who toured the
United States in 1783-84. After attending ‘meeting’ on an August Sun-
day with Colonel Langdon, he wrote in his diary that he couldn’t begin
to describe ‘either the beauty or the nnmber’ of the ladies in the congre-
gation, “nor the elegance of their clothes, made in the fashion of the
latest taste in France. They almost made him forget to listen to the
sermon! Next day, he went for a sail, attended a horse race and a
dancing school of 3o couples, dined with General Whipple, and ‘with
difficulty took leave of my good host” Anothcr Milanese gentleman,
Count Luigi Castiglione, was similarly impressed in 1787. He pushed on
by horseback through Maine to Camden, beyond which horses were
useless; so he chartered a schooner to sail up the Penobscot and visited
the Abnaki Indian reservation at Oldtown, the object of this long detour.
He admired their hasketry, moccasins, and snowshoes, and sketched
these and other Indian possessions. :

‘The New Englanders were very well satisficd with themsclves in 17g0
and had reason 1o be; they had struck root in a region where nature was
not lavish, produced a homogeneous and happy society, won liberty,
and, by their own enterprise, got out of the depression. Disorderly when
royal governors attempled to thwart their will, the 55-6..& had
v._c.uw_:.& off cruder mu—uumam of a_n...:oe..nnwﬁ for another generation the
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272 GROWTIH OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC

brilliant ‘sepublican court’ than the city of Washington could show for a
cenlury lo come. Owing L er_influenee, Philadelphia was
ia_._..‘,..._mmmm_&ﬂ_ with charitable institutions, and amateur scientists.

Strangely enough, here as elsewhere in the United States, the _good start
in a _‘nm:uﬁbﬁanmuﬁ—gﬂ made ﬂ.mﬂ(.m..}t\lll\: Noah We .&,nw.E

.&unj&ﬁ ammaﬂﬁ_xﬁww\mumm‘@ps:; ﬂgﬁ\m\ﬁ\&:qmsn :.5 nﬁarnf..?w
%_ﬂbuhm@. came to 2 hall. When Tom, Mg visited ‘Delaware’s

mq_m‘as r».:..ﬁ. in 1804, _cua_uhnl_.wlaij_a — i

,,,,,,, : m,ﬁ:_immm%__u and Brockdem
mz...i! whom he hailed as th .m\anm_ few] who_would save .,mun_ﬂ.:._xm.

it

from Bocotian aridity, were producing pallid imitations of The Specta-

e e e

tor, drear iw«.mﬂﬂ#ﬂmh&;ﬁw#ﬁmﬂ.;ﬂﬁ@@ﬁ,.m.oqm_m of mystery and horror. -
__=m_u‘wmmm,_,nmm%EPHE%E@:&E?E;@R the rich color and
wilderness flavor of-youthlul Pennsylvania.

A few miles from Philadelphia one reached the garden _spot of
cighteenth-century America, a belt of rich limeslone - soil that crossed the
Susquehanna river and extended into Maryland and the Valley of Vir-
ginia. The fortunate inhabitants of this regi e %m.m

o

in 1790 by reason of European crop_ failurcs, and werg o, prosper still

more through_the wars_that flowed from the French Revglution. “The

oo b=

puetatoiig

whole country is well cultivated,” wrote a Puteh financier who vsmmﬁ_
throngh this region in 1794, ‘und what forests the farmers keep are
stocked with trees of the right kind lln._:H_\EF\_hE-m_ﬂ‘EmFEfBbEh.
white cww.. It is a succession of hills, not too high, and the aspect of the

3:.:._% mmeﬁqw beautiful.” Lancaster, with—7600_inhabita was the

largest inland town in the United States. Here, and in the limestone
miost of the farmers and townspeople were German. They were by far
the hest husbandmen in America, using a proper rotation, with clover

and root crops. Their houses, rn%%ﬁﬁ_«:—:.:# of
stone; their fences of stos 1 rails; _but_what :.az.‘,._:..,.,wqama.-
u.q..___.;-_.mmqm were. the (great ba with hup loors, through
i__E__mm.l_nmhpnbnr%_,__p_‘haEEPPEE...EEE#.:n.:@.q. flanked
by spacious hay:lofls, cattle and sheep pens, and horse stables. The
ﬂaﬁ:u:m.ﬁiﬁn,.&5..&..;?—?&4:—3—«3..0“ sccts, some of which, like the
Amish Mennonites, have relpine their quaint costines and puritanism
into the twenticth century. They supported.six_weckly._newspapers in
hold. ..E.:.-.,___,..r_n:.qaqm as_the

-1V

their gwn langw: ﬁa,‘.m.:ﬂ_ were as keen house

Yankees; but C hastellux: found them lacking..in. public spirit, compared

with -rn English-speaking Americans, ‘content . . . with being only the -

S
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THE UNITED STATES IN 1700 273
spectators of their own wealth,’ and with the standards of a German
peasant. ’

g

Lancaster was the patting point for two_streams of westward-emigra-
tion. One wagon road took a southwesterly direction, crossed"the

Potomac at Harpers Ferry, and entered the-Shenandoah_valley of Vir-

e

ginia, between the Blue Ridge and the Unakas. The Pittsburgh wagon

road struck out northwesterly, crossed the Susquehanna by Tord-or-ferry

—
e
s,

at Harrishurg (the_future capital of Pefmsylvania), and_followed the

J— e et (e N i

beautiful wooded valley of the-Juniata_to its_headwaters. This region

R

was inhabited mainly ré-ﬂmﬂ:@v although in the easternmost section

plt e ST

they-were rapidly being bought out by the more thrifty and land-hungry

Germans. To the north and west of the ‘upper Susquchanna, Pennsyl-

T

vania was still a mountainous virgin forest. After a long, paintul pull up

the .Sn_cr rutly wagon road, to an clevation of some. 2500 feet, you
attained the Allegheny front, an escarpment from which, by a rolling,

densely wooded. plateau, you descended westward to where the Alle-

mra:w..um@,.,_gm.:o:mmro_a rivers come together to form_the Ohio. At this
point you reached_Pittshurgh, a thriving village in the midst of virgin
coal and iron mm.ﬁ_ou:m. the most important of J_r:,..m inner. ﬂmnaiwwm to the
_u.n.,.. <<=m,m.. Alrcady flects of covered .f.umoza were hringing in scttlers
destined for Kentucky and moi_w to be distributed down the mighty

valley of the Ohio and Mississippi.

4. THE SOUTH

Twenty-five miles sonth of Philadelphia the post-road crossed the Mason-
Dixon Line, an internal boundary that bulks large in American history.
Originally dra divide Pennsylvania from CEEHPWE.FZ»Q_::A_
in 1790 it was alrcady recognized as the boundary hetween the —n:.i:ﬂ“

or commercial, and the plantation states. From 1804 to 1865 it divided
the frec_and_the slave states; and even yet it is the rc::&LQ mmmaw:
ment between North and South.

Little Delaware, apart from flour mills around e<=..=m=m3=. was a
farming commaunity, steadfastly conservative in politics. In Maryland,
with 320,000 souls, onc-third slaves, we reach the first state where
slavery underlay the cconomic system. The old English Catholic
familics still retaincd some of the hetter plantations on both shores of

Chesapeake Bay; but it was the Irish Carrolls who ?ci._i_ a ‘signer,’ a
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N.N@ GROWTII OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC

with them,” he wrole to Arthur Young in 1788. Tlow much more
delightful . . . is the task of making improvements in the earth than all
the vain glory which can be actquired from ravaging it by the most
uninterrupted career of conquests.’

The Virginia piedmont between the fall line and the Blue Ridge, for
the mast part a [ruitful, rolling country, had become the seat of all that
was healthy and vigorous in the plantation system; and Em_uuﬁm.:&
fourished as the principal outlet of the James river_valley. Most of the

Virginia statesmen of the revolutionary and carly federal cras were

either born in this region ) or grew to manhood in its wilder margins. The
old colonial families, excepting a few like the Randolphs, were being

supplanted by others, often allicd to them on the distall side, like the
Jeflersons, Madisons, Montoes, Taylors, Tylers, and Marshalls. If the

[

proper object of socicty be to produce and maintain a public-spirited

and intelligent aristocracy, Virginia had achieved it. If it be to maintain

. s Vo EERTYN | e
a high general level of comfort and in ce, she had not. Below the

‘frst families,” but continually pushing into their level by marriage, was a

class of lesser planters, uneducated, provincial, and often rude. Below

them was an unstable and uncasy class of yeomen, outnumbering the
and uncasy class

planters in the picdmont. Descended largely from indentured servants

as the(gentiy called them, were

and H_Jx..:ma_ convicts, these ‘peasants,’
» - - B . ~— . 13
illiterate, ferocious, and_quarrelsome. Sclf-contained plantations, with

——r
LIUALY, AT AN e d b

slave artisans and mechanics, left small demand for skilled white labor,
and made small farms wnprofitable. Hence the Virginia yeoman had but
the alternative of migrating westward, or of becoming a ‘poor white’
despised even by the slaves. . -

In the lowlands the slaves outmumbered the whites; in the piedmont
they comprised about one-third of the total population, Few denicd that
slavery was a moral cvil and a menace 1o the country. Almost every
educated Virginian hoped to make good the opening words of his Bill of
Rights ‘that all men are by nature free and independent.” But a state
whose population was 4o per cent Negro quailed before such a social
revolution. Jeflerson counted on the young aholitionists that Chancellor
Wythe was making in William and Mary College. Bul in a few years’
time the colton gin gave chattel slawvery a new Iease on life; and, shortly
after Jeflerson died, a young professor at William and Mary began to
preach the doctrine that Negro slavery was justificd by history and
ordained hy God.

THE UNITED STATES IN 1790 27;

As one rode westward across the Virginia picdmont, with the crestline
of the Blue Ridge looming in the distance, the forest became mort

. dense, the large plantations less numerous, the farms of indepen:len

yeomen more frequent, and the cultivation of tobacvo gave place to o
and grazing. Between the Blue Ridge and the higher folds of the A »pa
lachians lies the Shenandoah valley, largely peopled by Scots and Ger
mans, and feeling itself a province apart from lowland and piedmont
Here in Rockingham county, Abraham Lincoln, grandfather of the
President, lived until 1784. Still less did the trans-Appalachian past of
Virginia, a densely wooded plateau sloping to the upper Ohio, resemble
the Virginia of the planters. In 1790 it was a more primitive frontier thar
Kentucky. This is the section that in 1863 became the state of Wes
Virginia.

South from Petersburg, Virginia, a two days’ journey through a sandy
plain covered with pine forest, took one to Halifax, one of several pretty

scaports on the rivers of North Carolina. This “Tar-Heel State,’ 5o called

from raq\vh&cnzéa. was still marked by the geograph-

ical and moiom..mmrfm&im,a:m that made trouble in the 1770's, The
coastal plain, a hundred.miles or_more_wide, consisted of-ping_barrens
with.soil to, sandy for wheat or tobacco, and extensive marshes like the
Dismal Swamp. The river mouths werc_closed against. vessels drawing
above ten_feet by the_barricr_beaches that enclosed Pamlico_ and
Albemarle Sounds, and the region was sparscly settled. President Wash-

ington, traveling through_in 179t, found it ‘the most harren 3:::% he

.yt

overbeheld,” without ‘a single honse of an clegant appearance.
The piedmont of North Carolina was a thriving region of upland
farms, supporting a _m_.mm population of Germans, Ulstermen, English,
and Highland Scots, There was little communication between coast and
picdmont through the pine barrens, and less sympathy. Petersburg, Va.,
and Charleston, S.C., were nearer or more convenient markets for the
upland farmers than the tiny ports of their own state. Local particular-
ism was so strong that the legislature abandoned Governor Tryon's
‘palace’ at New Bern and hecame peripatetic. Only by creating a new
state capital, at Raleigh on the falls of the Neuse river, could it manage
to scttle down, :
Although there were large tobaceo plantations in North Carolina, the
state on the whole was a white farmer-democracy. Honest mediocrity
typificd North Carolina stalesmanship from the cighteenth century

VA
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280 CROWTH OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC

been more than human had they been content with a ‘state of nature’
between the Atlantic and the Appalachians. For  century to come, the
subduing of the temperate regions of North America to the purposes of
civilized life was to be the main business of the United States. In 1790
the boundaries of the republic included 800,000, in 1880 3 million square
miles. Tn 1790 the population was 4 million; in 1g60 179 million. This
folk movement, comparable in modem history only with the barbaric
invasions of the Roman Empire, gives the history of the United States a
different quality from that of Europe; different even from that of
Canada and Australia, by reason of the absence of exterior control. The
advancing frontier, with growing industrialism, sct the thythm of Ameri-
can socicty, colored its politics, and rendercd more difficult the problem
of union. Yet, as Turgot warned us, only union could secure the gain and
fulfill the promise of the American Revolution. .




